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October 23, 2000

For Immediate Release:
COLES. HOBBS TO PRESENT FACULTY RECITAL AT EIU
CHARLESTON - Marilyn Joy Coles, mezzo soprano, accompanied on the piano by W.
David Hobbs, will present a recital at 7:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 29, in Dvorak Concert Hall,
Doudna Fine Arts Center, at Eastern Illinois University.
Coles, who is now in her 131h year as a member of the music faculty at Eastern, and
Hobbs, also a member of the music faculty, join together for their first public concert. The
program will include French and Spanish songs by Duparc, Faure, Chausson and Obradors.
Coles also will sing a song cycle, "Shadow of the Blues," by John Musto. These songs are
settings of four poems of Langston Hughes.
The concert is free and open to the public.
Several arias will be performed on the program including the "Cherubino" arias from
"The Marriage of Figaro" by Mozart. The popular "Seguidilla" from "Carmen" and a bravura aria
from "Les Huguenots" by Meyerbeer will also be performed.
According to Coles, "There are so many wonderful songs to choose from. I always
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select ones that I think are exceptionally beautiful and that I love to perform. I have also
included three arias from the traditional repertoire, those of 'Cherubino' and 'Carmen.' 1
performed these roles many times during the 10 years that I lived in Germany. It is my
experience that they are always pleasing to the audience, and also, I think it is important to
share my experiences with our students."
More recently, Coles has been busy performing both in the United States and and in
Europe. This past summer, she was the guest soloist with the Rochester (N.Y.) Oratorio
Society which toured Italy for two weeks. She performed Bach arias and also a group of
spirituals. Last spring, she was soloist with the Cleveland Chamber Symphony in concerts in
and around Cleveland. She performed a work by Edwin London -"Portrait of Three Ladies" which is available on CD on the New World Records label. She will also be participating in the
series of concerts of works by Aaron Copland to be presented in November at Eastern Illinois
University.
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